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Introduction
This policy reflects the values, vision and curriculum principles of St Mary's RC Primary School and provides guidance for all teaching and support staff involved in the teaching of Geography. It should be read alongside the National Curriculum for Geography and the school's Geography Progression Framework. 
The policy is intended for teachers, support staff, governors and other stakeholders with responsibility for curriculum provision.

The Importance of Geography
At St Mary's RC Primary School, Geography enables pupils to understand their place in Chipping, Lancashire, the United Kingdom and the wider world. Geography helps children develop curiosity about people, places and environments while fostering respect, responsibility and stewardship for God's creation. 
Our geography curriculum develops pupils' understanding of:
· Place and location
· Human and physical processes
· Environmental change
· Interdependence and global connections
· Fieldwork and geographical enquiry
· Responsible citizenship and care for the world
Our curriculum is rooted in the local area of Chipping and Lancashire whilst enabling children to investigate geographical issues and relationships at regional, national and global scales.  
Geographical Concepts
Key geographical concepts and disciplinary lenses underpin our curriculum and are revisited with increasing depth as pupils move through school:
· Place and location
· Scale
· Space and pattern
· Process and change
· Interconnection
· Maps and spatial thinking
· Fieldwork and data
· Geographical enquiry and judgement
These enable pupils to build connected geographical knowledge while increasingly learning to think, investigate and communicate as geographers.

Aims of Geography
The teaching of Geography aims to enable pupils to:
· Develop secure locational knowledge of Chipping, Lancashire, the United Kingdom and the wider world.
· Understand physical and human geographical features and how they interact.
· Use maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping technologies effectively.
· Carry out geographical enquiries using observation, measurement, recording and analysis.
· Develop fieldwork skills through first-hand experiences within the school grounds, the village of Chipping and the wider local area.
· Investigate environmental issues and understand their impact on communities locally and globally.
· Compare places accurately and respectfully, avoiding stereotypes.
· Understand how geographical processes affect people's lives.
· Communicate geographical understanding through discussion, writing, diagrams, maps, models and presentations.
· Develop responsibility for the environment and understand their role as stewards of our common home. 

Geography Across the Curriculum
Geography contributes significantly to pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Children are encouraged to:
· Appreciate the diversity of people and places.
· Value human dignity and respect different communities.
· Consider environmental responsibility.
· Use mathematical skills through data collection and interpretation.
· Develop literacy through geographical vocabulary, discussion and extended writing.
· Apply computing skills using digital maps, GIS and online research tools.  




Curriculum Organisation
EYFS
Geographical learning begins in EYFS through Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities and The Natural World.
Through first-hand experiences, stories, non-fiction texts, maps, visits, visitors and exploration of their immediate environment, children begin to develop an understanding of people, places and the natural world.
Across Pre-School and Reception, children progressively learn to recognise and describe familiar places, explore routes and journeys, use simple maps and positional language, observe their environment and seasonal change, compare familiar and contrasting places and ask questions about the world around them.
These experiences provide the foundations for pupils to begin locating, describing, comparing and investigating places geographically as they move into Year 1.
Key Stage 1
Pupils begin to:
· Explore Chipping and their local environment.
· Develop understanding of human and physical features.
· Learn the countries of the United Kingdom, capitals, continents and oceans.
· Compare Chipping with contrasting locations.
· Carry out simple fieldwork activities. 

Key Stage 2
· Pupils deepen their geographical knowledge and understanding through studies at local, regional, national and global scales, including:
· the United Kingdom, Europe, North America and South America;
· regions within the United Kingdom, a European country and North or South America;
· climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts;
· physical geography including rivers, the water cycle, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes;
· human geography including settlement, land use, economic activity, trade and the distribution of natural resources;
· increasingly sophisticated use of maps, atlases, Ordnance Survey maps, grid references and digital mapping;
· progressively challenging fieldwork and geographical enquiry.
· Across Key Stage 2, pupils increasingly explain geographical processes, identify patterns and connections, interpret geographical evidence and reach supported geographical judgements.


Teaching Approaches
Geography is taught through high-quality, enquiry-based learning.
Teaching approaches include:
· Quality First Teaching.
· Explicit vocabulary instruction.
· Geographical enquiry questions.
· Practical fieldwork opportunities.
· Investigation and problem-solving.
· Group and collaborative learning.
· Class discussion and debate.
· Reading and research.
· Use of maps, atlases and digital mapping.
· Cross-curricular links where appropriate.
· Visits, visitors and local community links. 
Learning is designed to help pupils develop both substantive knowledge (what geographers know) and disciplinary knowledge (how geographers think and work). 

Local Geography and Fieldwork
Fieldwork is a central part of our Geography curriculum.
Children are provided with opportunities to investigate:
· The village of Chipping.
· The surrounding Lancashire countryside.
· Local land use and settlement patterns.
· The physical and human features of the area.
· Environmental quality and sustainability.
· Mapping and navigation within the local area.
Pupils learn to ask geographical questions, collect evidence, analyse findings and communicate conclusions through progressively challenging fieldwork experiences. 


Resources
The school uses a range of geographical resources including:
· Geography curriculum planning and progression documents.
· Atlases, globes and maps.
· Digital mapping tools and GIS resources.
· Aerial photographs.
· Fieldwork equipment.
· Books and online resources.
· Lancashire Library Services where appropriate.
Resources are reviewed regularly and purchased according to curriculum needs and the Geography development plan. 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Assessment follows whole-school procedures.
Teachers assess:
· Geographical knowledge and understanding.
· Geographical vocabulary.
· Mapping skills.
· Fieldwork skills.
· Data interpretation.
· Geographical explanation and reasoning.
· Application of geographical enquiry skills.
Assessment information is gathered through:
· Questioning.
· Observation.
· Pupil discussions.
· Written outcomes.
· Fieldwork activities.
· End-of-unit assessments.
· Ongoing reference to the Geography Progression Framework. 
Assessment is used formatively to identify what pupils know, understand and can do geographically, identify misconceptions or gaps, adapt subsequent teaching and check that geographical knowledge and disciplinary skills are being retained and developed over time.

Inclusion
All pupils are entitled to access a broad and balanced Geography curriculum.
Teachers support inclusion through:
· Appropriate challenge and support.
· Adapted resources where necessary.
· Flexible grouping.
· Scaffolded learning opportunities.
· Alternative recording methods.
· High expectations for all learners.
Planning reflects the needs of pupils with SEND, disadvantaged pupils and those with additional learning needs. 

Challenge and Greater Depth
Greater depth in Geography is demonstrated through increasingly sophisticated geographical thinking rather than simply completing more work.
Teachers identify pupils demonstrating strong geographical understanding and provide:
· Increased independence.
· More complex geographical enquiry.
· Opportunities to evaluate evidence critically.
· Extended fieldwork investigations.
· Opportunities to justify geographical judgements using evidence.  

Mixed-Age Curriculum Organisation
Geography is taught through shared geographical enquiries within the school's mixed-age classes. Pupils may investigate a common place, process or geographical question, while expectations for geographical knowledge, vocabulary, mapping, fieldwork, data use, independence and explanation increase according to year group.
Teachers use the Geography Progression Framework to identify appropriate year-group expectations while maintaining a coherent shared enquiry. Adaptation and scaffolding enable all pupils to access ambitious geographical learning without reducing the geographical content or concepts being taught.

Staff Development
Professional development opportunities are provided through:
· Subject leader support.
· Local authority and diocesan training.
· Professional reading and research.
· Curriculum moderation activities.
· Collaboration with other schools.
Staff attending courses and training share relevant learning with colleagues.  

Equal Opportunities
All children, regardless of race, religion, gender, ability or background, are given equal access to Geography learning opportunities.
The curriculum promotes inclusion, diversity, respect and understanding of communities locally, nationally and globally. 

Signed: A.Jardine

Geography Subject Leader
Date: September 2026
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