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1. Introduction
At St Mary’s RC Primary School, we are committed to providing all pupils with a rich, broad and inclusive education. We believe that financial circumstances should not unnecessarily prevent a child from participating fully in the educational opportunities offered by the school.
This policy sets out the circumstances in which the school may request voluntary contributions or make charges for activities and the arrangements available to support families who may experience financial difficulty.
The policy has been written with regard to current legislation and Department for Education guidance relating to charging for school activities.
2. Our Principles
St Mary’s RC Primary School does not routinely charge parents or carers for education provided as part of the school curriculum.
No pupil will be treated differently because their parent or carer is unable or chooses not to make a voluntary contribution.
Where charges are permitted, these will be communicated clearly and fairly. Where appropriate, the school will work sensitively with families experiencing financial difficulty and may provide full or partial financial support.
3. Activities Provided Without Charge
There will be no charge for:
• education provided during school hours as part of the school curriculum;
• materials, books, instruments or equipment required for curriculum teaching, unless parents wish their child to own the finished product or item;
• education provided outside school hours where it is part of the National Curriculum or religious education;
• transport provided by the school during school hours where this is necessary to enable pupils to participate in an educational activity;
• instrumental or vocal music tuition where this forms part of the curriculum or where legislation otherwise requires it to be provided without charge.
4. Voluntary Contributions
From time to time, St Mary’s may ask parents and carers to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of activities such as educational visits, visitors, workshops, performances or other enrichment opportunities.
Any request for a contribution will make clear that:
• the contribution is voluntary;
• there is no obligation to contribute;
• no pupil will be excluded from an activity or treated differently because their parent or carer is unable or chooses not to contribute.
Where an activity cannot be funded entirely from the school’s existing resources, voluntary contributions may be necessary for the activity to take place. If insufficient voluntary contributions are received, the school may need to amend or cancel the activity. Parents and carers will be informed where this is the case.
5. Residential Visits
St Mary’s recognises the educational and personal value of residential experiences and aims to make these opportunities as accessible as possible.
Where the school organises a residential visit, parents and carers may be charged for board and lodging and other costs where charging is permitted by law.
The school will provide parents and carers with as much notice as reasonably possible of the expected cost. Wherever possible, families will be given the opportunity to spread payments over a period of time rather than being required to pay the full amount at once.
Families who may experience difficulty meeting the cost of a residential visit are encouraged to contact the Headteacher in confidence. Financial support may be available in accordance with the remission arrangements set out below.
6. Music Tuition
Where instrumental or vocal tuition is an essential part of the curriculum or is otherwise required to be provided free of charge, no charge will be made.
St Mary’s may also facilitate optional instrumental or vocal music tuition provided by an external music provider at the request of parents or carers.
Where this tuition is optional and chargeable, parents and carers will be informed of the cost and payment arrangements. Charges for externally provided optional music tuition will normally be paid to the relevant music provider in accordance with their arrangements.
7. Optional Extras
Where the school offers an activity which is an optional extra and a charge is legally permitted, parents and carers will be informed of the cost before agreeing for their child to participate.
Any charge made by the school will not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity to the pupils participating.
Participation in a chargeable optional activity will be a matter of parental choice.
8. Remissions and Financial Support
St Mary’s RC Primary School recognises that some families may require financial support to enable their child to participate fully in school activities and residential experiences.
Where appropriate, the school may provide full or partial financial support towards the cost of a residential visit or other chargeable activity. This may include support for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium and other pupils or families experiencing financial hardship or particular vulnerability.
Support will be considered sensitively and confidentially on an individual basis by the Headteacher, taking account of:
• the individual circumstances of the pupil and family;
• the nature and educational value of the activity;
• any statutory entitlement to remission;
• funding available to the school, including Pupil Premium funding where its use is appropriate.
Where statutory remission arrangements apply, the school will ensure that eligible families are not charged for costs which must be remitted in accordance with current legislation and Department for Education guidance.
Parents and carers who are concerned about the cost of an activity are encouraged to contact the Headteacher. Requests for support will be treated sensitively and confidentially.
9. Damage to or Loss of School Property
The school reserves the right to seek a contribution towards the cost of repair or replacement where school property or equipment has been deliberately damaged, defaced or lost as a result of a pupil's behaviour.
Any request for payment will be considered on an individual basis and will take account of the circumstances of the incident, the pupil's age and needs, and the family's circumstances. Any amount requested will be reasonable and proportionate to the actual cost of repair or replacement.
10. Monitoring and Review
The Headteacher and Governing Board will ensure that charges and requests for voluntary contributions are made in accordance with this policy.
The policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner where there are changes to relevant legislation or Department for Education guidance.
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