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1. Policy Statement
At St Mary's Catholic Primary School, we believe our school uniform promotes pride, belonging and a strong sense of identity. We are committed to ensuring that our uniform is affordable and accessible whilst maintaining the distinctive character of the school.
2. Affordability and Branded Items
In line with Department for Education guidance on school uniform costs, St Mary's seeks to keep compulsory branded items to a minimum whilst maintaining school identity. Required branded items are the school tie, school sweatshirt/cardigan and logo PE T-shirt. The blue and yellow tartan skirt is available from designated suppliers, however grey trousers may be worn as an alternative and can be purchased from any retailer. The school supports families through pre-loved uniform wherever possible.
3. Winter Uniform
Girls: 
· Blue and yellow tartan skirt or grey trousers
· white shirt/blouse, school tie, school logo cardigan or jumper
· grey tights or black/grey socks
· black school shoes
Boys: 
· Grey trousers/shorts
· white shirt, school tie
· school logo sweatshirt
· black or grey socks, black school shoes.

4. Summer Uniform
Blue and white gingham dress/playsuit with white socks, or winter uniform may continue to be worn.

5. PE Kit
PE kit should be kept in school and will be sent home at each half term for washing. Children will change into their PE kit during the school day on PE days.
The St Mary's PE kit consists of:
· White PE T-shirt with the school logo
· Blue shorts
· Blue leggings or blue tracksuit bottoms
· Pumps for indoor PE
· Trainers for outdoor PE and games activities
All items of PE clothing should be clearly labelled with the child's name.
Parents and carers are not required to purchase any additional clothing for inter-school competitions or sporting events. St Mary's provides a school sports kit, available in a range of sizes from Reception to Year 6, for pupils representing the school at competitions and events. This helps to ensure that participation in school sport is inclusive and does not result in additional costs for families.
6. Jewellery, Earrings and Watches
Children may wear a simple wristwatch; however, smart watches, including Apple Watches and any watch with communication, internet, camera or recording functions, are not permitted.
Small stud earrings may be worn. For health and safety reasons, all earrings must be removed for PE lessons, swimming lessons and extra-curricular sporting activities. Parents should ensure that children are able to remove and replace their own earrings independently. Staff are not permitted to remove earrings for children.
Parents and carers considering having their child's ears pierced are strongly encouraged to do so at the start of the summer holidays to allow sufficient time for healing before earrings need to be removed for PE.
The school follows the guidance contained within Safe Practice in Physical Education, School Sport and Physical Activity, which strongly recommends that all personal effects are removed at the start of physical activity to establish a safe working environment. This includes all earrings and body piercings, including retainers and expanders.
Other jewellery should not be worn in school. This helps to ensure the safety of all pupils and reduces the risk of injury during learning, playtimes and sporting activities.
7. Forest School
Forest School is an important part of learning at St Mary's, providing children with opportunities to explore, investigate and learn outdoors throughout the year. As sessions take place in a natural woodland environment, children should come prepared for a range of weather and ground conditions.
Parents and carers are asked to provide suitable outdoor clothing, including:
· Wellington boots or sturdy walking boots (walking boots are often the most practical option as the site can become very muddy, particularly during wetter months).
· Waterproof coat and trousers, or an all-in-one puddle suit. For younger children, all-in-one waterproof suits are particularly effective at keeping them warm, dry and comfortable.
· Warm layers that can be added or removed depending on the weather.
· Clothing that is waterproof, practical and suitable for outdoor activities.
· Clothing that parents do not mind becoming muddy or dirty.
All items should be clearly labelled with the child's name.
The school will provide additional guidance where necessary, but families should expect children to be outdoors in most weather conditions unless it is unsafe to do so. Our Forest School ethos encourages children to enjoy and learn from the outdoors in all seasons whilst remaining safe, warm and appropriately dressed.
8. Swimming
Swimming is a compulsory part of the National Curriculum. Children should wear a swimming costume or swimming trunks (not Bermuda shorts), bring a towel and wear a swimming hat (any colour except red).
9. Equality and Inclusion
Reasonable adjustments will be made where required for disability, SEND, medical, cultural or religious reasons.
10. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body or sooner if national guidance changes.
