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	ST MARY'S R.C. PRIMARY SCHOOL  |  SCIENCE


WORKING SCIENTIFICALLY PROGRESSION
EYFS and Years 1-3  |  aligned to the 2026 three-year Science rolling programme
	MIXED-AGE
EXPECTATION
	Working scientifically is taught through the substantive units rather than as a separate block. Pupils may investigate the same broad context, but expectations for questioning, independence, measurement, recording and explanation increase by year group. Year 3 is included here to match the school's Y1/2/3 curriculum structure.



1  OBSERVING, QUESTIONING AND INVESTIGATING
	Areas of study
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Sort / group / compare / classify / identify
	Talk about and draw what they have seen. Find things that are similar and different. Sort and match using senses and observable features.
	Name/identify common examples and features. With help, sort and group objects, materials or living things. Compare simple observable features and say how things are similar or different.
	Compare and contrast a variety of things, including changes over time. Decide how to sort/group according to more than one feature and explain simple choices.
	Compare and contrast functions, diets, structures and changes over time. Decide ways to sort, group, classify and identify using specific characteristics and give reasons. Apply this to rocks, plants, animals, materials and magnets.

	Research / secondary sources
	Ask people questions and talk about how things work. Use simple books, photographs, videos or visitors with adult support.
	Use simple, appropriate secondary sources to find things out and answer questions. Find out about scientists and ask people questions.
	Use books, photographs, videos and people to find answers. Begin to choose a useful source for a question.
	Use secondary sources when a question cannot be answered practically. Find out about scientists/engineers and apply research to a design, explanation or enquiry.

	Modelling
	Act out or use objects/pictures to represent something they have noticed; follow simple movements to show a process.
	Use drawings, photographs or simple physical models to represent an observation or event.
	Use simple diagrams/models to represent a process or change and talk about what the model shows.
	Act out or make simple models to represent a process that is difficult to see; compare a model with what is observed and discuss what it helps to explain.

	Explore / observe
	Use simple equipment and senses to make observations. With prompts, say what they have seen or what happened. Try different ideas and build resilience.
	Observe closely and discuss/draw/record features and properties in the real world. Keep simple records of changes over time and use simple scientific language.
	Observe and describe simple processes/cycles with several steps. Recognise and record changes over time with increasing accuracy.
	Observe and record changes/stages over time and relationships between structure and function. Explore the local environment/real contexts and record observations using scientific language.

	Questioning
	Ask questions about what they notice and demonstrate curiosity.
	Ask simple questions stimulated by the world around them.
	Raise their own questions based on or linked to observations.
	Suggest relevant questions about observations and 'what if...?' scenarios. Begin to recognise which questions can be tested practically and which need research.

	Planning enquiries / testing
	With help, suggest something to try or test and follow a simple sequence.
	Begin to choose/suggest ways to find answers. Perform simple/comparative tests and talk about ways of answering questions.
	Set up a comparative test. In a group, suggest practical ways to answer a question and use different enquiry types.
	With support, set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. Identify at least one variable to keep the same and suggest a fair way to compare things.




2  MEASURING, RECORDING AND EVALUATING
	Areas of study
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Equipment and measurement
	Use senses and simple equipment to observe; use informal/non-standard measures where helpful.
	Observe closely using simple equipment such as hand lenses/timers. Measure using non-standard units when appropriate.
	Measure using non-standard and standard units with increasing independence; gather data to help answer questions.
	Collect data using notes, simple tables and standard units. Make simple accurate measurements with a range of equipment and begin to make decisions about what/how long to observe.

	Communicating / recording
	Talk about or draw what happened; share findings with adults and peers.
	Present findings using talk, writing, pictures, annotated photographs, simple tables/charts or displays, using some scientific language.
	Record and communicate in a range of ways with increasing independence, including simple tables and group bar charts. Use simple scientific language accurately.
	Record and present findings using scientific language, labelled diagrams, simple tables and bar charts. Choose from familiar ways to present data and communicate findings to an audience.

	Describe results / patterns
	With prompts, notice a change, sequence an event and say what happened.
	Sequence photographs/observations and describe what happened over time.
	With guidance, notice patterns and relationships, order findings and say whether results matched a prediction.
	Describe and compare the effect of different factors. With help, look for changes/patterns in observations and data and consider whether results meet predictions.

	Explain results / conclusions
	Use observations to offer a simple answer; use 'because' with adult support.
	Use observations and ideas to suggest answers; talk about what was found out using simple scientific language.
	Use results and experience to answer questions. Begin to explain how/why things happen using 'because' and relevant vocabulary.
	Use evidence/results to draw simple conclusions and answer questions. Explain why things happened and use scientific vocabulary with increasing confidence.

	Trusting / evaluating results
	Say if something happened as expected and try again when encouraged.
	Notice an unexpected result and talk about whether a simple test was carried out in the same way.
	Recognise when a simple comparison may not be fair and suggest a small improvement.
	Say whether results were expected, notice odd results, recognise when a test is not fair and suggest an improvement or further test.

	Collaborating
	Work with others on a science task; take turns and share observations.
	Listen to other ideas, take turns with equipment and contribute to a shared task.
	Listen to the suggestions of others, share roles and contribute to a group conclusion.
	Work as a group to make enquiry decisions, share roles safely and contribute evidence/ideas while listening to others.


WHERE THIS APPEARS IN OUR CURRENT ROLLING PROGRAMME
	YEAR 1
Senses/body parts; seasons/weather charts; naming plants/animals; materials sorting and testing.
	YEAR 2
Seasons and weather; material suitability/properties; plant growth; animal growth/basic needs; habitats and food chains.
	YEAR 3
Skeletons/handspan comparisons; rock hardness/permeability; plant growth/pollination; light/shadows; forces, friction and magnets.


Progression aligned to St Mary's 2026 Y1/2/3 Science long-term plan.
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