[image: ]


St Mary’s, Chipping
SEN Information Report
September 2026


	Name of the Special Educational Needs/Disabilities Coordinator:

Katie Jones


	Contact details:

St Mary’s RC Primary and Pre-School
Garstang Road
Chipping
Preston
Lancashire
PR3 2QH

Tel: 01665 61367

Email: kjones@st-marys-chipping.lancs.sch.uk






	The kinds of SEND we provided for.

	St Mary's RC Primary School and Pre-School is a mainstream, inclusive Catholic school. Guided by our mission and values, we are committed to ensuring that every child feels safe, valued and included, and has the opportunity to learn, thrive and achieve.
We welcome children with a wide range of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including those within the four broad areas identified in the SEND Code of Practice:
· Communication and Interaction – including speech, language and communication needs and autism.
· Cognition and Learning – including specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia and difficulties with learning and understanding.
· Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) – including difficulties with emotional regulation, anxiety, attention and behaviour.
· Sensory and/or Physical Needs – including hearing or visual impairments, physical disabilities and sensory processing difficulties.
We recognise that children may have needs across more than one area and that every child is unique. Our approach is strengths-based, needs-led and inclusive. We focus on understanding each child's individual strengths, needs and barriers to learning rather than relying on a diagnosis or label.
Through high-quality inclusive teaching, carefully considered adaptations and additional support where required, we aim to ensure that all children can access a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum, participate fully in school life and develop increasing confidence and independence.





	How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child/young person has special educational needs?

	At St Mary's, we believe that early identification and support are essential to ensuring that every child can learn, thrive and achieve.
How do we identify children who may have SEND?
Class teachers are responsible for monitoring the progress, learning and wellbeing of all children in their class. Through daily teaching, observations, assessments and regular reviews of pupil progress, teachers identify children who may be experiencing barriers to learning or require additional support.
Concerns may be identified through:
· Ongoing teacher assessment, observations and pupil progress information.
· Difficulties with learning, communication, attention, emotional regulation or social interaction.
· Concerns raised by parents, carers or the child themselves.
· Information shared by previous schools, nurseries or other settings.
· Advice and assessments from external professionals.
Where a teacher identifies a concern, this is discussed with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) and with parents or carers. Concerns and relevant information are also recorded on CPOMS, our school's secure recording system.
How do we assess children's needs?
We take a holistic, strengths-based approach to understanding each child. Alongside teacher assessments, we may use additional assessment tools, including SNAP (Special Needs Assessment Profile), to help identify specific needs, strengths and barriers to learning.
Where appropriate, we may seek further advice from specialist teachers, educational psychologists, speech and language therapists or other professionals.
A formal diagnosis is not required before support is put in place.
What happens when a child needs additional support?
Our approach follows the graduated cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review.
We begin with high-quality inclusive teaching and carefully considered adaptations to meet the child's identified needs. Where further support is required, this may include structured small-group or individual interventions.
If a child is identified as requiring SEN Support, they are placed on the school's SEND register and an Individual Provision Plan is developed in partnership with parents and the child.
The Provision Plan identifies the child's strengths and needs, the adaptations and additional support being provided, and the intended outcomes. Plans are reviewed at least termly to evaluate the impact of provision and identify any necessary changes.
What should I do if I am concerned about my child?
Parents and carers should speak to their child's class teacher in the first instance. The teacher will listen to their concerns, discuss the child's progress and, where appropriate, involve the SENDCo.
Parents can also contact the SENDCo, Mrs Katie Jones, through the school office.
We value the knowledge parents have of their children and believe that working together is essential to ensuring that children receive the right support at the right time.




	What arrangements does the school make for consulting with children/young people with special educational needs and disabilities about - and involving them in - their education?

	At St Mary's, we believe that every child has the right to be listened to, valued and involved in decisions about their education. Guided by our Catholic ethos, we recognise that every child is unique and that their views, strengths, interests and aspirations are central to understanding and meeting their needs.
How do we listen to children with SEND?
We encourage children to share their views about their learning, friendships, wellbeing and school experiences. This takes place through:
· Regular individual conversations with class teachers, the SENDCo and other trusted adults to understand how children are feeling, what is going well and what they may be finding difficult.
· SNAP (Special Needs Assessment Profile) assessments, which include the child's own views and help us develop a fuller understanding of their strengths, needs and experiences.
· Pupil voice discussions and questionnaires.
· Individual Provision Plan development and reviews.
· Opportunities to contribute to wider school life, including our developing School Council.
We recognise that some children may find it difficult to express their views verbally. Staff use age-appropriate and accessible approaches to ensure that every child has an opportunity to be heard.
How are children involved in their Individual Provision Plans?
Children receiving SEN Support are encouraged to contribute to their Individual Provision Plans in a way that is appropriate to their age, understanding and communication needs.
We seek their views about:
· What they enjoy and feel they are good at.
· What they find difficult or challenging.
· What helps them to learn and feel safe.
· What they would like to achieve.
· Whether the support they receive is helping them.
Children's views inform the adaptations and additional provision planned for them. During reviews, we discuss their progress, celebrate achievements and consider what may need to change.
How do children know they are making progress?
Teachers provide regular feedback, recognise achievements and help children understand their next steps in learning. Children are encouraged to reflect on their progress, recognise their strengths and develop confidence and independence.
How are children included in wider school life?
Children with SEND are encouraged and supported to participate fully in school life, including collective worship, school responsibilities, clubs, enrichment activities and our developing School Council.
We are committed to ensuring that children with SEND have the same opportunities as their peers to contribute ideas, take on responsibilities and influence decisions about school life.
We want every child to know that their voice matters and that their views can help shape both their own learning and our wider school community.




	What arrangements does the school make for consulting with the parents & carers of children/young people with special educational needs and disabilities and involving them in – their child's/young people's education?

	At St Mary's, we recognise that parents and carers know their children best. We believe that strong partnerships between home and school are essential to ensuring that children with special educational needs and disabilities receive the right support and are able to learn, thrive and achieve.
We are committed to open, honest and regular communication with families and encourage parents to be actively involved in decisions about their child's education.
How do we involve parents in identifying and supporting SEND?
When concerns arise about a child's learning, development or wellbeing, the class teacher will discuss these with parents and the SENDCo. We listen carefully to parents' observations, experiences and concerns, alongside information gathered through school assessments.
Parents are involved in discussions about their child's strengths, needs, barriers to learning and the support that may be required. A formal diagnosis is not needed before appropriate support can be introduced.
How are parents involved in Individual Provision Plans?
Children receiving SEN Support have an Individual Provision Plan which identifies their needs and the adaptations and additional support being provided.
Parents and carers are involved in developing and reviewing these plans. Their views help us understand what is working well, what their child may be finding difficult and how school and home can work together.
Provision Plans are reviewed at least termly through our graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review. These discussions consider the child's progress, the effectiveness of the provision in place and any changes needed.
Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), parents are also involved in the statutory annual review process.
How do we keep parents informed about progress?
We communicate with parents through:
· Parents' evenings and annual school reports.
· Termly Individual Provision Plan reviews.
· Meetings and discussions with class teachers and the SENDCo.
· Additional communication where a child requires more regular contact or support.
· Meetings involving external professionals, where appropriate.
Parents are welcome to contact their child's class teacher or the SENDCo whenever they have questions or concerns. Meetings can be arranged throughout the school year and do not need to wait until a scheduled review.
How do we support parents and families?
We aim to work collaboratively with families, offering practical advice and sharing strategies to support learning, independence and wellbeing at home.
Where appropriate, we can signpost parents to external services, specialist professionals, Lancashire's SEND Local Offer and other sources of information and support.
We value parents' feedback and use their views to help us review and improve our SEND provision.
Our aim is for every family to feel listened to, informed and confident that we are working together in the best interests of their child.





	How will the curriculum be matched to my child/young person's needs?

	At St Mary's, we believe that every child is entitled to a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum. We have high expectations for all pupils and are committed to removing barriers to learning so that every child can participate, make progress and achieve their potential.
Our approach is informed by the Education Endowment Foundation's (EEF) Guide to Inclusive Teaching (2026), which identifies two complementary parts of effective inclusive teaching.
Part 1 – Universal Approaches: High-Quality Teaching for All
High-quality teaching is the foundation of our SEND provision. All teachers are responsible for meeting the needs of children in their class, including those with SEND.
Our universal approach focuses on evidence-informed teaching practices, including:
· Explicit instruction – clear explanations, modelling and guided practice to support new learning.
· Effective feedback – helping children understand their successes and next steps.
· Scaffolding – providing appropriate support to enable children to access challenging learning and develop independence.
· Positive relationships – creating a nurturing environment where children feel safe, valued and confident.
· Calm and predictable classrooms – establishing consistent routines, clear expectations and positive learning environments.
Teachers use ongoing assessment to identify what children know, understand and can do, adapting their teaching in response.
Part 2 – Adaptations and Additional Support
Where a child requires further support, teachers make carefully considered adaptations based on their individual strengths, needs and barriers to learning.
These may include:
· Additional modelling, explanations and guided practice.
· Visual supports, adapted resources and scaffolds.
· Pre-teaching and opportunities to revisit and consolidate learning.
· Adaptations to instructions, communication and the classroom environment.
· Sensory supports, movement breaks and emotional regulation strategies.
· Additional adult guidance to support learning and independence.
Adaptations are purposeful and regularly reviewed to ensure they are effective. We aim to maintain appropriate challenge and support children to become increasingly independent.
Targeted and Specialist Support
Some children may also require additional structured support through individual or small-group interventions. These are selected in response to assessed needs and may include support with phonics, reading fluency, mathematics, speech and language, social communication or emotional wellbeing.
Interventions are planned with clear intended outcomes and are monitored to evaluate their impact. They complement, rather than replace, high-quality classroom teaching.
Where appropriate, we seek advice from external professionals and incorporate recommended strategies into everyday classroom practice.
Individual Provision Plans
Children receiving SEN Support have an Individual Provision Plan which identifies their strengths, needs and barriers to learning.
The plan records the specific classroom adaptations, additional support and any targeted or specialist interventions being provided. It also identifies the intended outcomes and how the effectiveness of provision will be evaluated.
Provision Plans are reviewed at least termly through the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle, with contributions from children, parents and staff.
The Role of Staff
Class teachers retain responsibility for the learning and progress of every child in their class. They plan, implement and review appropriate adaptations and additional provision.
Teaching assistants work under the direction of class teachers to support learning, deliver structured interventions where appropriate and promote children's confidence and independence.
The SENDCo supports teachers in identifying needs, planning effective provision, accessing specialist advice and monitoring the impact of support.
Our aim is not simply to provide additional help, but to ensure that the provision we put in place makes a meaningful difference to each child's learning, participation, wellbeing and independence.




	How accessible is the school environment?

	How accessible is the school environment?
At St Mary's, we are committed to ensuring that children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can access the school environment, participate fully in learning and enjoy the wider opportunities available within school life.
We recognise that accessibility includes the physical environment, access to the curriculum and the way information is provided and communicated.
Physical Accessibility
St Mary's is a single-storey school with step-free access through the main and rear entrances.
Our accessible facilities include:
· Ramped access to the main school entrance and wide entrance doors.
· Wide corridors and ground-floor classrooms and facilities.
· An accessible toilet with a handrail and emergency pull cord.
· A medical changing bed to support children with personal care needs.
· Ramped access from the school hall to the rear playground.
· A low-level reception hatch.
We consider individual mobility, sensory, medical and personal care needs and work with parents, carers and relevant professionals to identify appropriate reasonable adjustments.
Where a child requires assistance to evacuate safely in an emergency, an individual evacuation plan will be considered and put in place where required.
Access to the Curriculum
We aim to ensure that all children can access a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum.
Teachers use high-quality inclusive teaching and appropriate adaptations to remove barriers to learning. Depending on individual needs, these may include:
· Visual supports, symbols and adapted learning materials.
· Clear instructions, additional modelling and scaffolding.
· Adaptations to seating, classroom layout, lighting or sensory demands.
· Specialist equipment or assistive technology where required.
· Movement breaks and emotional regulation support.
· Additional guidance and support to promote participation and independence.
We also make reasonable adjustments to enable children to participate in physical education, collective worship, educational visits, clubs and wider school activities.
Accessible Information and Communication
We recognise that some children and families may require information to be presented in different ways.
Where appropriate, we can provide or explore alternative formats, including enlarged print, visual information, simplified layouts, symbols and other communication supports.
We work with children, parents and carers to understand their individual communication needs and identify reasonable adjustments.
Our Accessibility Plan
Our Accessibility Plan 2026–2029 sets out how we will continue to improve access to the curriculum, the physical environment and information for children with disabilities.
The plan is reviewed annually and updated when necessary to reflect changing needs and developments within school.
A copy of our Accessibility Plan is available on the school website.
Our aim is to ensure that every child feels safe, included and valued, and can participate as fully and independently as possible in school life.




	How are the school resources allocated and matched to children/young people's special educational needs and disabilities?
How is the decision made about the type and quantity of support my child/young person receives?

	At St Mary's, we are committed to using our available resources effectively to ensure that children with special educational needs and disabilities receive appropriate support to access learning, make progress and participate fully in school life.
Our approach is inclusive, strengths-based and needs-led. We recognise that children with SEND have different needs and that the type and amount of support required will vary from child to child.
How do we decide what support a child needs?
Decisions about additional support are based on a thorough understanding of each child's strengths, needs and barriers to learning.
Class teachers work closely with the SENDCo to consider:
· Ongoing teacher assessments, observations and pupil progress.
· The child's individual strengths, needs and barriers to learning.
· The views of the child and their parents or carers.
· Information from additional assessments, including SNAP where appropriate.
· Advice and recommendations from external professionals, where available.
· The effectiveness of support and adaptations already in place.
A formal diagnosis is not required for a child to receive additional support.
How are resources allocated?
High-quality inclusive teaching is the foundation of our provision for all children.
Where additional support is required, resources are allocated according to assessed needs and may include:
· Adapted teaching approaches and classroom resources.
· Specialist equipment, visual supports or sensory resources.
· Structured individual or small-group interventions.
· Additional adult support for specific learning, communication, physical or emotional needs.
· Advice and support from specialist professionals and external agencies.
Support is planned to promote children's participation, progress and increasing independence. Being identified as having SEND does not automatically mean that a child requires individual teaching assistant support.
Who makes decisions about provision?
The class teacher retains responsibility for the learning and progress of every child in their class.
The SENDCo works with teachers, parents and children to identify appropriate provision and coordinate additional support. Decisions about the deployment of staff and wider school resources are overseen by the Headteacher and SENDCo, taking account of individual needs and the resources available.
Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), provision is planned in accordance with the requirements of their plan.
How do we review the support provided?
Additional provision for children receiving SEN Support is recorded in their Individual Provision Plans.
Through the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review, teachers and the SENDCo regularly evaluate whether the support is helping children achieve their intended outcomes.
Provision Plans are reviewed at least termly, with contributions from parents and children. Support may be adapted, increased, reduced or changed in response to progress and changing needs.
Our priority is to ensure that resources and support are purposeful, proportionate and effective, enabling every child to learn, thrive and achieve.




	How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help me to support their learning?

	At St Mary's, we believe that every child should be supported to make progress from their individual starting points. We regularly monitor children's learning, development and wellbeing to ensure that teaching and additional support are meeting their needs.
How do we monitor and assess progress?
Class teachers are responsible for monitoring the progress of all children in their class, including those with SEND.
We use a range of approaches to assess progress, including:
· Ongoing teacher assessment, observations and feedback during lessons.
· Regular assessments of children's knowledge, understanding and skills.
· Reviews of children's work and progress against curriculum expectations.
· Additional assessments, including SNAP, where appropriate, to develop our understanding of individual needs.
· Discussions with children and parents about learning, confidence and wellbeing.
· Information and advice from external professionals, where relevant.
We recognise that progress is not always measured through academic attainment alone. For some children, progress may also include improvements in communication, emotional regulation, social interaction, independence and confidence.
How do we review the effectiveness of SEND support?
Children receiving SEN Support have an Individual Provision Plan which identifies their needs, intended outcomes and the adaptations and additional support being provided.
These plans are reviewed at least termly through our graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review.
Class teachers and the SENDCo consider whether the provision is helping the child make progress towards their intended outcomes. Children's views, parents' feedback and assessment information are used to inform decisions about continuing, adapting or changing support.
Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), progress towards the outcomes in the plan is also considered through the statutory annual review process.
How do we keep parents informed?
We work closely with parents and carers to ensure that they understand how their child is progressing and how they can support learning at home.
Opportunities to discuss progress include:
· Parents' evenings and annual school reports.
· Termly Individual Provision Plan reviews.
· Meetings and conversations with class teachers and the SENDCo.
· Additional discussions where concerns arise or a child's needs change.
· Meetings with external professionals, where appropriate.
Parents do not need to wait until a scheduled meeting to raise concerns or ask questions about their child's progress.
How can parents support learning at home?
We recognise the important role parents and carers play in supporting their child's learning and development.
Class teachers and the SENDCo can offer advice and practical strategies tailored to individual needs. This may include supporting reading, developing communication and language, practising key skills, establishing routines or encouraging independence and emotional wellbeing.
Where appropriate, we may share resources, suggest activities or signpost families to specialist advice and support services.
Our aim is to build a positive partnership between home and school so that children experience consistent, appropriate support and are encouraged to celebrate their achievements and develop confidence in their abilities.




	What training have the staff supporting children/young people with SEND had or may they have?
What specialist services or expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

	At St Mary's, we recognise that knowledgeable, skilled and confident staff are essential to providing high-quality, inclusive education for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
We are committed to ongoing professional development to ensure that all staff have the knowledge and skills to identify needs, remove barriers to learning and provide effective support.
Whole-School Training and Professional Development
All teachers are teachers of SEND and are responsible for the progress and development of the children in their classes.
Our whole-school professional development focuses on strengthening inclusive classroom practice and ensuring that teaching is ambitious, adaptive and responsive to children's individual needs.
This includes:
· Great Teaching: Professional development focused on evidence-informed teaching approaches, including clear explanations, modelling, scaffolding, effective questioning, assessment and feedback.
· Inclusive Teaching: Developing staff understanding of the Education Endowment Foundation's (EEF) guidance on inclusive teaching, including high-quality universal approaches, adaptations and additional support.
· Trauma-Informed Practice: Whole-school training is scheduled for October 2026 to develop staff understanding of how children's experiences can affect their behaviour, emotional wellbeing and readiness to learn. This will support staff in developing positive relationships, creating predictable and nurturing environments, and responding sensitively to children's individual needs.
· Identifying and Assessing Needs: Developing staff confidence in recognising barriers to learning, using assessment information and understanding individual needs.
· The Graduated Approach: Supporting staff to use the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle to plan, implement and evaluate effective provision.
Specialist Training and Advice
Where children have particular needs, we access additional training, guidance and support from specialist professionals.
This may include:
· Specialist Teachers: Advice, assessments, school visits and practical training to help staff understand individual needs and implement recommended strategies.
· Speech and Language Therapy: Training and advice to support children's speech, language, communication and interaction needs, including strategies that can be embedded within everyday classroom practice.
· Occupational Therapy (OT): Specialist advice and recommendations to support children's sensory, physical and functional needs, where required.
· Physiotherapy (PT): Guidance and training to support children with physical and mobility needs, where appropriate.
· HLTA and Teaching Assistant Support: Our Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) and teaching assistants receive specialist advice and guidance, where needed, to support individual children and deliver appropriate interventions.
Training and professional advice are tailored to the needs of the children attending our school. Staff are supported to put recommended strategies into practice and review their effectiveness.
The Role of the SENDCo
The SENDCo, Mrs Katie Jones, oversees the identification of SEND, coordinates additional provision and supports staff in developing effective inclusive practice.
The SENDCo works closely with class teachers, teaching assistants, parents and external professionals to ensure that provision is appropriate, coordinated and regularly reviewed.
The SENDCo also supports staff through professional discussions, advice, coaching and the sharing of relevant guidance and resources.
Working with External Professionals
Where additional specialist advice or assessment is required, we work with relevant services and professionals, which may include:
· Lancashire specialist teaching and SEND support services.
· Educational Psychology.
· Speech and Language Therapy.
· Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy.
· Health professionals and other specialist services.
· Children's mental health and wellbeing services, where appropriate.
We involve parents and carers when seeking additional specialist advice and work collaboratively to ensure that recommendations are understood and reflected in children's Individual Provision Plans and everyday school practice.
Our aim is to ensure that staff continue to develop their expertise so that every child receives appropriate, effective and inclusive support to learn, thrive and achieve.





	How will the school prepare and support my child/young person to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life?

	At St Mary's, we recognise that moving into a new school, changing classes or transferring to secondary school can be an exciting but sometimes challenging experience, particularly for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
We aim to make transitions as smooth and positive as possible by planning carefully, listening to children and families, and ensuring that relevant information is shared with the staff who will be supporting them.
Joining St Mary's
When a child with SEND joins our school or pre-school, we work closely with parents, carers, previous settings and relevant professionals to understand their individual strengths, needs and any support already in place.
Where appropriate, we may arrange:
· Additional visits to help children become familiar with the school environment, staff and routines.
· Meetings with parents, the class teacher and SENDCo to discuss individual needs.
· Communication with previous nurseries, schools or other educational settings.
· The sharing of relevant assessments, support plans and specialist advice.
· Individual transition arrangements, including visual supports or familiarisation activities where helpful.
Our aim is to ensure that children feel safe, welcomed and supported from the beginning.
Moving Between Classes
As a small school with mixed-age classes, we recognise the importance of helping children prepare for changes in teachers, classrooms and routines.
Class teachers and the SENDCo share relevant information about children's strengths, needs, successful teaching approaches and additional provision.
Where appropriate, children may be supported through:
· Opportunities to meet their new teacher and spend time in their new classroom.
· Additional transition visits or familiarisation activities.
· Visual information about their new classroom, staff and routines.
· Individual discussions to address any worries or questions.
· The sharing and review of Individual Provision Plans to ensure continuity of support.
We recognise that some children may need more preparation and reassurance than others, and transition arrangements are adapted accordingly.
Moving to Secondary School
We work closely with receiving secondary schools to help children with SEND prepare for the next stage of their education.
Transition support may include:
· Sharing relevant information about the child's strengths, needs and effective support strategies.
· Meetings and discussions between the SENDCo, class teacher and secondary school staff.
· Additional visits or enhanced transition arrangements where appropriate.
· Supporting children to develop independence, confidence and organisational skills.
· Listening to children's views and addressing any concerns they may have about moving to secondary school.
· Involving parents and carers in transition planning.
For children with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), transition arrangements are considered through the statutory review process, including the Year 5 annual review in preparation for secondary transfer.
Working Together
We recognise that successful transitions depend on effective communication and collaboration between children, families, school staff and other professionals.
Our approach is flexible and responsive to individual needs, with additional arrangements made where required.
Our priority is to ensure that every child feels prepared, supported and confident as they move through their education.




	How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?

	At St Mary's, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to participate fully in school life, including educational visits, extracurricular activities, clubs, sporting events and wider enrichment opportunities.
We are committed to ensuring that children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are included in these experiences and that reasonable adjustments are made to remove barriers to participation wherever possible.
School Trips and Educational Visits
All children are encouraged to participate in school trips, educational visits and activities beyond the classroom.
When planning these experiences, staff consider the individual needs of children with SEND and identify any reasonable adjustments or additional support that may be required.
This may include:
· Completing individual risk assessments where necessary.
· Making adjustments to activities, resources or arrangements.
· Providing additional adult support where appropriate.
· Considering accessibility, transport, medical needs and personal care requirements.
· Preparing children in advance through discussions, visual information or familiarisation activities.
· Working with parents, carers and external professionals where specialist advice is required.
We aim to ensure that children with SEND can participate safely, confidently and alongside their peers.
Clubs, Sports and Enrichment Activities
Children with SEND are encouraged to take part in the full range of opportunities available at St Mary's, including lunchtime clubs, sporting activities, music, school performances and other enrichment experiences.
Staff consider individual needs and make reasonable adjustments to support participation. These may include adapting activities, providing additional guidance, adjusting communication or offering appropriate support.
We recognise that participation in wider school life is important for developing children's confidence, independence, friendships and sense of belonging.
Working with Parents and Carers
Where a child requires additional support to participate in an activity, we work with parents and carers to understand their needs and plan appropriate arrangements.
We also listen to children's views to help us understand what they enjoy, what they may find challenging and what support would help them participate successfully.
Our aim is to ensure that every child feels included, valued and able to enjoy the opportunities available within our school community.




	What support will there be for my child/young person's overall well-being?

	At St Mary's, we believe that children's emotional wellbeing, happiness and sense of belonging are essential to their learning and development.
Guided by our Catholic ethos and school values, we are committed to creating a safe, nurturing and inclusive environment where every child feels loved, valued, listened to and supported.
We recognise that children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) may experience additional challenges with friendships, communication, emotional regulation, anxiety or behaviour. We aim to understand each child's individual needs and provide appropriate support.
How do we support children's emotional wellbeing?
Our approach is built on positive relationships, clear expectations and a consistent, caring school environment.
Support may include:
· Regular conversations with class teachers and trusted adults to understand how children are feeling.
· Individual check-ins and pastoral support from our Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) for identified children.
· Support with friendships, social interaction and developing positive relationships.
· Teaching and modelling emotional regulation strategies.
· Adaptations to classroom routines and environments to help children feel safe and secure.
· Opportunities for children to share worries or concerns with trusted adults.
· Working closely with parents and carers to provide consistent support between home and school.
We recognise that emotional wellbeing needs can change over time, and we respond flexibly to children's individual circumstances.
How do we support children with social, emotional and mental health needs?
We take a needs-led, strengths-based approach to supporting children who experience social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) difficulties.
We recognise that behaviour can be a form of communication and that children may need additional teaching, guidance and support to develop the skills needed to manage emotions, relationships and challenging situations.
Our whole-school behaviour approach is based on clear expectations, positive recognition, consistency and restorative practice.
Where additional support is needed, we work with children and families to identify underlying needs, understand possible triggers and develop appropriate strategies.
This may include individual support, reasonable adjustments, emotional regulation strategies and advice from specialist professionals.
Whole-school trauma-informed practice training is scheduled for October 2026 to further strengthen staff understanding of children's emotional needs and the importance of safe, predictable and supportive environments.
How do we listen to children and respond to concerns?
Children are encouraged to speak to a trusted adult if they are worried, upset or experiencing difficulties.
Staff regularly speak with individual children to understand their experiences and identify any concerns affecting their learning or wellbeing.
We also use assessment tools, including SNAP where appropriate, to gather children's views and develop a fuller understanding of their needs.
Relevant safeguarding and wellbeing concerns are recorded securely on CPOMS and followed up in accordance with school procedures.
How do we support children with medical or personal care needs?
We work closely with parents, carers and relevant healthcare professionals to ensure that children with medical conditions or personal care needs are appropriately supported in school.
Where required, Individual Healthcare Plans are developed to identify the support, medication, procedures and arrangements needed to keep children safe and enable them to participate in school life.
Our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Allergy Safety Policy set out the arrangements for managing medical needs safely.
How do we work with families and external professionals?
We recognise that supporting children's wellbeing requires strong partnerships between school, home and other professionals. We understand that families may sometimes need additional advice or support beyond what school can provide.
We work closely with parents and carers to identify concerns early, explore appropriate support and ensure that children's needs are understood.
Where appropriate, we may:
· Offer support through the Early Help process, including initiating an Early Help Assessment (EHA) with the involvement and consent of parents or carers.
· Work with Lancashire's Children and Family Wellbeing Service to help families access additional advice and support.
· Seek guidance from specialist teachers, health professionals, mental health services and other relevant agencies.
· Signpost families to organisations and resources such as YoungMinds, NHS mental health support services and Lancashire's SEND Local Offer.
· Work collaboratively with other professionals to coordinate support for children and families experiencing additional challenges.
We recognise that families' circumstances and needs are different. Our approach is supportive, non-judgemental and focused on working together to identify practical solutions.
Our aim is to ensure that every child feels safe, included and supported to develop confidence, resilience, positive relationships and emotional wellbeing, and that families feel listened to and know where to access additional help when needed.




	How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young people with special educational needs?  

	At St Mary's, we are committed to ensuring that our provision for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is effective, inclusive and responsive to individual needs.
We regularly review the quality and impact of our SEND provision to ensure that children receive appropriate support, make progress from their individual starting points and are able to participate fully in school life.
How do we evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision?
We use a range of approaches to monitor and evaluate the impact of our provision, including:
· Pupil progress and assessment: Reviewing children's progress through ongoing teacher assessment, pupil progress discussions and additional assessments where appropriate.
· Individual Provision Plan reviews: Evaluating the impact of adaptations, interventions and additional support through the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review. Plans are reviewed at least termly.
· Pupil voice: Listening to children's experiences, views and feelings about their learning, wellbeing and the support they receive.
· Parent and carer feedback: Working with families to understand whether support is meeting their child's needs and identifying any concerns or changes required.
· Monitoring teaching and learning: Using learning walks, lesson observations, work scrutiny and professional discussions to evaluate the quality of inclusive teaching and classroom adaptations.
· Reviewing interventions: Considering whether targeted support is helping children achieve their intended outcomes and whether provision needs to be continued, adapted or changed.
· Specialist advice: Reviewing recommendations from external professionals and evaluating how effectively these are implemented.
How do we use this information to improve provision?
Class teachers are responsible for monitoring the progress of children with SEND and evaluating the effectiveness of the teaching and support they receive.
The SENDCo works closely with teachers and support staff to review provision, identify barriers to learning and ensure that appropriate adaptations and interventions are in place.
Where progress is slower than expected, we consider whether further assessment, different teaching approaches, additional support or specialist advice may be required.
We recognise that progress can include improvements in academic learning, communication, emotional regulation, confidence, relationships and independence.
How is SEND provision monitored at a whole-school level?
The Headteacher and SENDCo oversee the effectiveness of SEND provision as part of the school's wider monitoring and improvement processes.
This includes reviewing the quality of inclusive teaching, identifying staff training needs and evaluating how effectively the school is meeting the needs of children with SEND.
SEND and inclusion priorities are reflected in our School Improvement Plan and ongoing professional development programme.
Governors provide strategic oversight of SEND provision through school improvement discussions, monitoring activities and reports from school leaders.
How do we know our provision is successful?
We evaluate success by considering whether children with SEND:
· Make progress from their individual starting points.
· Achieve or make meaningful progress towards their identified outcomes.
· Can access and participate in an ambitious curriculum.
· Develop confidence, independence and positive relationships.
· Feel safe, valued, included and listened to.
· Receive support that is appropriate, effective and responsive to their changing needs.
Our aim is to continually improve the quality of inclusive teaching and SEND provision so that every child at St Mary's has the opportunity to learn, thrive and achieve.




	How do you involve other bodies, including health and social services, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of children/young people with SEND and in supporting their families?

	At St Mary's, we recognise that some children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) may require additional advice, assessment or support from professionals beyond school.
We work collaboratively with parents, carers and external agencies to ensure that children's needs are understood and that appropriate support is planned, implemented and reviewed.
Our approach is needs-led, and we do not wait for a formal diagnosis before putting appropriate support in place.
Which external professionals and services do we work with?
Depending on a child's individual needs, we may work with:
· Lancashire Specialist Teaching Service: Providing specialist assessments, advice, school visits and practical strategies to support children with a range of additional needs.
· Educational Psychology Service: Supporting the assessment and understanding of children's learning, development, emotional wellbeing and educational needs.
· Speech and Language Therapy (SALT): Providing assessment, advice and strategies to support children's speech, language, communication and interaction.
· Occupational Therapy (OT): Offering advice and support for children with sensory, physical or functional needs.
· Physiotherapy (PT): Supporting children with physical development, movement and mobility needs.
· Health Professionals: Including paediatricians, school nursing services and other healthcare professionals where appropriate.
· Children's Mental Health Services: Providing specialist advice and support for children experiencing emotional wellbeing or mental health difficulties.
· Lancashire Children and Family Wellbeing Service: Supporting children and families who may benefit from additional help with parenting, relationships, wellbeing or wider family circumstances.
· Other Specialist Services: Including professionals supporting children with hearing or visual impairments and other specific needs.
Access to individual services is subject to their referral criteria and availability.
How do we involve external professionals?
Where school identifies that additional specialist advice may be beneficial, the class teacher and SENDCo discuss this with parents and carers.
With appropriate parental involvement and consent, we may seek advice, request assessments or make referrals to relevant services.
External professionals may provide written recommendations, attend meetings, visit school, offer training or work directly with children, depending on the service and the child's needs.
We work with professionals to ensure that their advice is understood and incorporated into classroom practice and additional provision.
Where appropriate, recommendations are recorded in the child's Individual Provision Plan and reviewed as part of the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review.
How do we coordinate support for children and families?
We recognise that some children and families may require support from more than one service.
Where appropriate, we may initiate an Early Help Assessment (EHA), with parental involvement and consent, to develop a shared understanding of the family's needs and coordinate support from relevant professionals.
We can also signpost families to Lancashire's Children and Family Wellbeing Service, the SEND Local Offer, SEND information and advice services, and other organisations offering practical support.
How are parents involved?
Parents and carers are central to decisions about involving external professionals.
We aim to ensure that families understand why specialist advice is being sought, what support may be available and how recommendations will be used to help their child.
We encourage regular communication between families, school and relevant professionals so that support is coordinated, consistent and responsive to changing needs.
Our aim is to work in partnership with families and specialist services to remove barriers to learning, promote wellbeing and ensure that every child has the opportunity to learn, thrive and achieve.









	What arrangements do you make in relation to the treatment of complaints from children/young people and their parents/carers with special educational needs concerning your provision made?

	At St Mary's, we are committed to working in partnership with parents and carers to ensure that children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) receive appropriate support.
We welcome feedback and encourage parents to raise any questions or concerns as early as possible so that we can work together to resolve them.
What should I do if I have a concern?
If you have a concern about your child's SEND provision, we encourage you to speak to your child's class teacher in the first instance.
The class teacher will listen to your concerns, discuss the support currently in place and work with you to identify possible solutions.
If further support is required, parents can contact the school's SENDCo, Mrs Katie Jones, who will work with the class teacher and family to review the concerns and consider any appropriate next steps.
We aim to resolve concerns through open communication, respectful discussion and positive working relationships.
What if my concern is not resolved?
If you remain dissatisfied, you can raise your concerns through the school's formal Complaints Policy.
The policy explains the procedure for making a complaint, how complaints are considered and the steps available if a matter remains unresolved.
A copy of the Complaints Policy is available on the school website or can be requested from the school office.
Where can I get independent advice?
Parents and carers can also seek impartial information, advice and support from Lancashire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIAS).
SENDIAS can help families understand their rights, SEND processes and the options available when concerns or disagreements arise.
We are committed to treating all concerns fairly, sensitively and confidentially, in accordance with school policies and procedures.
Raising a concern or complaint will not negatively affect the support or education provided to your child.
Our priority is always to work constructively with families to achieve the best possible outcomes for every child.




	Where can I find the contact details of support services for the parents of children/young people with SEND?

	At St Mary's, we recognise that parents and carers may sometimes need additional information, advice or support to help them understand and meet their child's special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
We are committed to working in partnership with families and helping them access appropriate support, both within school and through external organisations.
Support Available Through School
Parents and carers are encouraged to speak to their child's class teacher or the SENDCo, Mrs Katie Jones, if they have any questions or concerns about their child's learning, development or wellbeing.
We can offer advice about individual needs, discuss strategies to support children at home and help families understand the support available through school.
Where appropriate, we can also assist families in accessing specialist advice, making referrals or exploring additional support through the Early Help process.
Lancashire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIAS)
Lancashire SENDIAS provides free, confidential and impartial information, advice and support to children and young people with SEND and their parents or carers.
The service can offer guidance on:
· Understanding SEND processes and statutory rights.
· SEN Support and Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).
· Working with schools and other professionals.
· Preparing for meetings and reviews.
· Resolving disagreements and understanding complaints procedures.
Website: https://www.lancssendias.org.uk/
Lancashire SEND Local Offer
Lancashire's SEND Local Offer provides information about services and support available to children and young people with SEND and their families.
This includes information about education, health, social care, activities, specialist services and preparing for adulthood.
Website: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/
Lancashire Children and Family Wellbeing Service
Lancashire's Children and Family Wellbeing Service provides information, advice and support for children, young people and families.
Support may include parenting advice, family relationships, emotional wellbeing and accessing additional help.
Where appropriate, school can work with families to explore support through the Early Help process, including an Early Help Assessment (EHA).
Website: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/
Other Useful Organisations
Families may also find support through national organisations, including:
· YoungMinds: Information and advice for parents and carers supporting children's emotional wellbeing and mental health.
Website: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
· Contact: Information, advice and support for families with disabled children, including practical guidance on education, benefits and family life.
Website: https://contact.org.uk/
· IPSEA (Independent Provider of Special Education Advice): Free, independent information and legally based advice about SEND and education rights.
Website: https://www.ipsea.org.uk/
· National Autistic Society: Information and guidance for autistic children, young people and their families.
Website: https://www.autism.org.uk/
· British Dyslexia Association: Information and advice about dyslexia and supporting children with literacy difficulties.
Website: https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
Working Together
We recognise that every family's circumstances are different and that accessing support can sometimes feel overwhelming.
Our aim is to ensure that parents and carers feel listened to, know where to find reliable information and are supported to access appropriate services when needed.
Families are always welcome to contact school for further guidance or support.




	Where can I find information on where the local authority's local offer is published?

	Where can I find Lancashire's SEND Local Offer?
Lancashire County Council's SEND Local Offer provides information about the support and services available to children and young people aged 0–25 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and their families.
The Local Offer brings together information about:
· Education and support available in schools and early years settings.
· Health services and specialist support.
· Social care and family support services.
· Activities, clubs and opportunities for children and young people with SEND.
· Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).
· Preparing for adulthood.
· Independent information, advice and support for families.
Parents and carers can access Lancashire's SEND Local Offer here:
Lancashire SEND Local Offer
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/
At St Mary's, we are happy to help parents and carers find relevant information and access appropriate services.
For further advice or support, please contact the school's SENDCo, Mrs Katie Jones, through the school office.
We are committed to working together with children, families and professionals to ensure that every child feels safe, valued and included, and has the opportunity to learn, thrive and achieve.
Lancashire County Councils Local Offer - http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/send 
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